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More	
neoliberalism	

please?	

Oliver	Twist,	1948	



Consider	that…	
	

Inequity		
	
is		
	

“difference	that	is	unjust”	(WHO,	2008)	
	

so,	instead	of	minimizing	difference,	let’s	focus	on		
	

seeking	jus?ce.	



Theory	1:	Minimize	Difference	
•  Charitable	mentality	

–  “Let’s	lend	a	helping	hand”	
–  “I	encourage	you”	

•  “Deficit	fix”	interven?on	
–  “Fixed”	on	“fixing”	the	poor/

des?tute/underprivileged	

•  A	free	pass	to	the	rest	of	us?	
–  “You	become	like	me”	

A	deficit	model	of	inequity	





Examples	





Theory	2:	Seek	jus?ce	
•  Cri?cal	mentality	

–  “Let’s	realize	we	are	all	
complicit	in	injus?ce”	

•  “Seeking	jus?ce”	
interven?on	
–  Where	there	is	poverty	
there	is	privilege	that	
needs	“unfixing”	

•  No	one	escapes	scru?ny	
–  “We	all	need	to	change”	

A	rela?onal	model	of	inequity	







Implica?ons	for	prac?ce:	Should	we	work	“within”	or	
“against”	our	present	(neoliberal)	social	contract?	

	
•  Theory	1:	Deficit	focused	public	

health	succumbs	to	neoliberalism	
	
1.   Austerity:	“Not	enough	funding,	

we’ll	do	what	we	can”	
	
	
	
	

2.   Atomiza:on:	“The	problem	is	
health,	not	poli?cal,	
environmental,	therefore	our	job	
is	to	change	behaviour”	
	

3.   Responsibiliza:on:	“Work!	
Exercise!	Eat!	Do	Not	Eat!	
Breaskeed!	Get	Tested!	

•  Theory	2:	Jus?ce	focused	public	
health	confronts	neoliberalism	
	
1.   An:-Austerity:	Evidence	based	

advocacy	for	progressive	
taxa?on,	na?onal	housing	
strategy,	guaranteed	income	
policy,	etc.	

2.   Collec:viza:on:	Leading/
suppor?ng	social	movements	for	
collec?ve	rights	to	food,	to	
housing,	to	a	healthy	
environment,	etc.	

3.   Transforma:on:	Seeking	jus?ce	
begins	with	work	on	oneself	



It	is	not	the	job	of	public	health	to	have	an	
opinion	on	taxes,	economic	policy,	free	trade	or	
corporate	control.	Neither	should	it	be	their	
business	to	interfere	in	the	freely-made	choices	
of	adults.	
	
Public	health	ought	to	sCck	to	their	needles,	
and	leave	the	economy	alone.	

Discouragement	



Encouragement	

	
What	is	necessary	to	promote	governmental	
recepCvity	to	the	social	determinants	of	health	
concept	is	the	building	of	social	and	poliCcal	
movements	in	support	of	health.		
	

Dennis	Raphael,	Ann	Curry-Stevens,		and	Toba	Bryant	
Health	Policy,	88,	(2008)	

John	Snow,	1854	 Idle	No	More	Leaders,	2012	



Semng	new	health	“targets”	

In	this	era	of	global	environmental	crises,	we	
desperately	need	to	be	able	to	idenCfy	culprits	
and	name	names,	so	that	the	global	community	
will	understand	who	the	guilty	parCes	are	and	
how	we	should	respond	to	them.		
	

Laura	Pulido	
White	supremacy	vs	white	privilege	
in	environmental	racism	research.	

Progress	in	Human	Geography	(2015)	

	



Some	perspec?ves	on	a	jus?ce	driven	
approach	

•  Conceptual/Prac?cal	
–  Masuda,	J.	R.,	Zupancic,	T.,	Crighton,	E.,	Muhajarine,	N.,	&	Phipps,	E.	(2014).	

Equity-focused	knowledge	transla:on:	a	framework	for	“reasonable	ac:on”	
on	health	inequi:es.	InternaConal	journal	of	public	health,	59,	3,	1-8.	

–  Masuda,	J.R.,	Poland,	B.,	&	Baxter,	J.	(2010).	Reaching	for	environmental	
health	jus:ce	through	health	promo:on.	Health	PromoCon	InternaConal,	
25(4),	453-463.		

•  Empirical	
–  Masuda,	J.R.,	Teelucksingh,	C.,	Haber,	R.,	Skinner,	E.,	Zupancic,	T.,	Crabtree,	A.,	

Poland,	B.,	Frankish,	J.,	&	Fridell,	M.	(2012).	Out	of	our	inner	city	backyards:	
Re-scaling	urban	health	inequity	assessment.	Social	Science	and	Medicine,	75,	
7,	1244-1253.	

–  Masuda,	J.R.,	&	Crabtree,	A.	(2010).	Environmental	jus:ce	in	the	therapeu:c	
inner	city.	Health	and	Place,	16,	656-665.	
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